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membership being 45,919. The sales of the reporting societies totalled $9,142,103
and the purchase dividends returned to their members amounted to $176,315.
The classes of co-operative activities covered ineluded retailing, wholesale trading,
marketing, dairying, and transportation societies.

Since October, 1909, the Union has published a monthly, The Canadian Co-
operator, from which these statistics and those in Subsection 1 have been taken.*

Subsection 1.—Consumers’ Co-operation.

The statistics in Table 28, which cover only those retail societies reporting to
the Co-operative Union of Canada, cannot be considered as strictly comparable
due to the fact that, should a large society fail to report in any one year (and this
has frequently happened in the past), an apparent decrease in the activities of the
societies, not in line with actual conditions, would result.

The following notes, covering membership only, will help the reader to judge
the real trend of consumers’ co-operative activity: the increase of 624 in 1932 was, in
part, due to the failure of 2 existing societies to report in 1931, although 3 new societies
reported a membership of 583; in 1933, of the total increase of 1,354, 1,058 was due
to the reporting, for the first time, of 4 societies which had been in existence from
2 to 5 years, while one new society reported 57 members; in 1934, the apparent
increase of 418 is lessened by the fact that it includes 210 members of a society which
did not report in 1933, one new society, with 44 members, reported in 1934; in 1935
the situation is complicated by the faet that 6 societies which reported in the previous
year failed to do so in 1935, their 1934 membership totalled 736; on the other hand,
2 previously-existing societies, which did not report in 1934, reported 177 members
and 3 new societies reported 525 members. As these two factors almost balance,
it would appear that the existing societies increased their membership by nearly 600.

?:}81:%9 details regarding the Co-operative Union of Canada and its activities, see the 1925 Year Book,
PP, +

28.—Statistics of Retail Co-operative Societies Affiliated with the Co-operative Union

of Canada, 1931-35.

Bhare Purchase
Year. | Societies.| Members. Ia:)l:n m‘e ins'?"roﬁe‘ fg;g Bales. ng?itts. ?elni‘?:

Capital, Paid.

No. No. $ H H § § § ]

1931.... 23 8,122 | 574,450 | 440,467 | 455,086 | 955,347 12,874,746 | 185,116 147,175
1932.... a7 8,746 | 536,245 | 436,184 | 443,424 | 820,866 12,631,515 | 117,895 111,130
1933.... 31 10,100 | 504,623 | 360,784 | 443,480 | 638,138 |2,719,212 | 106,434 §0,220
1934. ... 33 10,518 | 515,369 | 370,388 | 479,574 | 728,404 |3,353,584 117,722 91,784
1835, ... 34 11,116 | 573,957 | 872,732 | 508,004 | 877.634 |3,876,195 [ 161,113 130,518




